this significant report note that while 
researchers are still probing the se- 
crets of how aspirin works, recent 
studies have confirmed its value for 
prevention and treatment of heart at- 
tacks and strokes, further intensify- 
ing competition among analgesic man- 
ufacturers. Photos. (Nov) 

PLAUSIBLE DENIAL: Was the CIA 
Involved in the Assassination of JFK? 
Mark Lane. Thunder’s Mouth, $22.95 
ISBN 1-56025-000-3 

Lane, the lawyer whose Rush to Judg- 
ment was the first in a flood of books 
calling into question the Warren Com- 
mission Report on the JFK assassina- 
tion, has come up with a highly unusu- 
al angle this time. He tells, in 
enormous but only occasionally tedi- 
ous detail, the story of a little-publi- 
cized 1985 trial in which he figured and 
which ended in a Florida jury endors- 
ing the notion that the CIA was in- 
volved in Kennedy’s killing. The case 
arose out of a libel suit brought by Cl A 
officer E. Howard Hunt against Liber- 
ty Lobby and its magazine Spotlight 
for an article claiming he was in Dallas 
at the time of the assassination and 
played a role in it on behalf of the CIA. 
Representing Liberty Lobby, Lane 
called as witnesses an impressive ros- 
ter of Agency figures, including Rich- 
ard Helms, Stansfield Turner, Gordon 
Liddy and, of course, Hunt himself. 
Hunt’s alibi, that he was in Washing- 
ton on Nov. 22, 1963, could not be ade- 
quately supported, and an important 
witness, CIA operative Marita Lo- 
renz, placed Hunt in Dallas, along 
with agent Frank Sturgis and a car- 
load of guns, the day before the assas- 
sination. Lane’s arguments convinced 
the jury. He justly excoriates the 
press for never having sufficiently fol- 
lowed his leads — and ends with an epi- 
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logue suggesting that President Bush 
was also associated with the CIA at 
that time, long before he became direc- 
tor. A highly stimulating, disturbing 
book, marred only by repetitiousness 
and excessive self-justification. Pho- 
tos not seen by PW. (Nov.) 

TOTAL IMPACT: Straight Talk from 
Football’s Hardest Hitter 
Ronnie Lott with Jill Lieber. Double- 
day, $19.50 ISBN 0-385-42055-2 
Lott played with the San Francisco 
49ers throughout the ’80s, placing 
him on four Super Bowl champion- 
ship teams. He was also chosen to 
play in the Pro Bowl nine times in 10 
years, testimony to his excellence as a 
defensive back. Yet, his successes 
notwithstanding, readers may ques- 
tion whether this ponderous tome, co- 
authored with Sports Illustrated se- 
nior writer Lieber, may not be 
overkill. While fans will enjoy the 
book’s game-by-game analysis of the 
1990 season, in which the 49ers failed 
to reach their third straight Super 
Bowl, even the most fervent Lott ad- 
mirers will little care that in his kara- 
te lessons he does 1000 kicks or con- 
sider it a revelation that he likes to 
hit opposing players hard, a point 
made at least a half-dozen times. Pho- 
tos not seen by PW. (Nov.) 

BLOOD GAMES: 

A True Account of Family Murder 
Jerry Bledsoe. Dutton, $22.95 ISBN 0- 
525-93369-7 

On the surface this is an account of the 
plot conceived by Chris Pritchard to 
murder his mother and stepfather, 
Bonnie and Lieth Von Stein, to inherit 
a large sum of money; the crime in- 
volved two of his friends, James Up- 
church, the actual killer of the stepfa- 
ther and wounder of the mother, and 
Neal Henderson, the driver of the car 
which took them to the Von Stein 
home in Washington, N.C., on July 25, 
1988. All three, from middle-class fam- 
ilies, were college students of excep- 
tionally high intelligence. They were 
also players of Dungeons and Drag- 
ons, a game which, according to Bled- 
soe, teaches the philosophy of selfish- 
ness. The book is far more than a 
true-crime study: it is a devastating 
and profounly disturbing portrait of a 
certain kind of family life. Here people 
marry casually, have children, move 
on to another incompatible marriage. 
The children of these broken homes 
are adversely affected, often find 
school no challenge and squander 
their youth on addiction, whether to 
alcohol, drugs, sex or fantasy games, 
until the groundwork is laid for trage- 
dy. Bledsoe ( Bitter Blooc) brilliantly 
points up the terrible waste of human 
potential. Photos not seen by PW. 
BOMC selection. (Nov.) 


A VIEW FROM ABOVE 

Wilt Chamberlain. Villard, $20 ISBN 0- 

679-40455-4 

As a professional basketball player for 
13 years before he retired in 1974, the 
seven-foot-tall Chamberlain towered 
over the sport both literally and figura- 
tively; among his many records is the 
almost incredible scoring of 100 points 
in a single game. Because of certain 
factors, however — his demands for 
high salaries, his interracial dating — 
several sportswriters cast him as a vil- 
lain. In 1973 he wrote Wilt, largely 
about his career as a eager, and here, 
concentrating more on Wilt the person, 
he presents a notable book. He com- 
ments on the public’s rudeness to tall 
people, touches on his bookishness 
(which he has kept secret from report- 
ers), puts in good words for women in 
sports and presents his political views 
as a Republican who admires Nixon, 
Ford and Thatcher, but not Reagan 
and Bush. Chamberlain also gives de- 
tails of his prodigious sexual appetite, 
the number of his bed partners having 
passed 20,000 and still climbing. Photos 
not seen by PW. (Nov.) 


FICTION 


FOOLS, KNAVES AND HEROES: 
Great Political Short Stories 
Edited and introduced by Jeffrey Arch- 
er arid Simon Bainbridge. Norton, 
$19.95 ISBN 0-393-03033-4 
Of these 10 stories collected by novel- 
ist Archer ( Kane and Abet) and En- 
glish bookseller/editor Bainbridge, 
some are political only in the most ten- 
uous sense. Mark Twain, in “The Man 
That Corrupted Hadleyburg,” strips 
away the pretensions of self-appointed 
arbiters of morality. In “The Greatest 
Man in the World,” James Thurber re- 
veals the petty personality behind an 
aviation hero’s public persona. Other 
entries show how Dickens, Joyce, Kip- 
ling and Saki use the milieu of politics 
for their own ends, often to score a 
moral point. Kingsley Amis’s “I Spy 
Strangers,” about a disillusioned Brit- 
ish unit stationed in Germany at the 
close of WW II, turns on Labour’s 1945 
election victory, contrasting the faith 
that sustained the men through war 
with the need to readjust to an un- 
known postwar reality. In Archer’s 
own “The Coup,” a Brazilian corpo- 
rate mogul visiting Nigeria navigates 
treacherous waters in the wake of a 
bloody palace revolt. Only the socialist 
Jack London’s “The Dream of Debs,” 
about a general strike, is politically 
committed. Politics, in these feisty, 
stinging stories, is for the most part a 
breeding-ground for ruthless self--, 
seekers. ( Oct.) j 



